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A u g u s t 30, 1984

M r . Eric J o h n s o nU . S . Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y1860 L i n c o l n S t r e e tDenver, C o l o r a d o 80295

S u b j e c t : S i t e i n s p e c t i o n report f o r P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e ,Park C i t y , U t a h
Dear M r . J o h n s o n :

S u b m i t t e d herewith i s a site in sp e c t i on report for P r o s p e c t o rS q u a r e , Park C i t y , U t a h .
Based upon i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e at the time of th i si n s p e c t i o n , i t i s recommended tha t t h i s s i t e be given N a t i o n a lP r i o r i t y Lis t c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e i s l o c a t e d in the NE 1/4 o f s e c t ion 9 , T 2 5 ,R4E of the Park C i t y East Q u a d r a n g l e and i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1/2 mi l eeast of the inter sec t ion of h ighway 224 on A l t . 40.
M i l l t a i l i n g s were f i r s t d e p o s i t e d on P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e in th eearly 1 9 0 0 ' s b y several mining companie s ( m o s t l y s i l v e r ) . I t w a st h o u g h t tha t some o f th e t a i l i n g s were s lurr i ed t o P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r eby u s e o f S i l v e r Creek. M i l l t a i l i n g s were d e p o s i t e d on-site u n t i l> the 1 9 3 0 ' s . The t a i l i n g s cover a p p r o x i m a t e l y 80 acres and range ind e p t h f r o m 1 t o [ £ & f e e t .

j ' r
S,? I n t h e early 1940 ' s P a c i f i c Bridge reworked t h e t a i l i n g s .S o l v e n t s and ac id s were used to l each out s i l v e r . P a c i f i c B r i d g eused an in s i tu tr ea tment so the t a i l i n g s never l e f t P r o s p e c t o rS q u a r e , Exact d e t a i l s on P a c i f i c Bridges op era t i on cannot be f o u n d ,t h e y have l ong since been out of business .

I n t h e l a t e 7 0 ' s a n d early 8 0 ' s commerical d e v e l o p e r s s tar t edb u i l d i n g homes and bu s ine s s e s on P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e . The t a i l i n g swere not p r o p e r l y covered and are s t i l l e x p o s e d in u n d e v e l o p e d areaso f P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e .

A n Equal O p p o r t u n i t y E m p l o y e r



T h e U t a h S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h ( U S D H ) f i r s t became awareo f a p o t e n t i a l p r o b l e m on P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e when the U t a h G e o l o g i c a land M i n e r a l S u r v e y (UGMS) was asked by Park C i t y to do a s p e c i a lg e o l o g i c a l s t u d y in 1984. The s t u d y was d e s i g n e d to l o ok at theengineering g e o l o g y o f Park C i t y f or f u t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t . During th es t u d y the UGMS took bor eho l e s soil s a m p l e s on P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e .T h e a n a l y t i c a l r e s u l t s o f t h e soil s a m p l e s showed c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o fl ead at 4000 ppm, cadmium at 89 ppm, arsenic at 400 ppm and s i lv erat 70 ppm.
A f t e r r e c e iv ing U G M S ' s r e s u l t s , t h e U S D H c o l l e c t e d waters a m p l e s o f f S i l v e r Creek which showed h i g h e r c onc en t ra t i on s o f leadbe low P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e when c ompared w i t h th e s a m p l e s taken aboveP r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e .
I n A p r i l 1 9 8 4 , t h e U S D H along w i t h S u m m i t C o u n t y H e a l t hD e p a r t m e n t and the Rocky M o u n t a i n Cent er o f O c c u p a t i o n a l andE n v i r o n m e n t a l H e a l t h c onduc t ed a h e a l t h e f f e c t s t u d y . Blood s a m p l e swere taken f r o m a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 8 c h i l d r e n . T h e h ighe s t c h i l d ' sb lood lead level f o u n d was 28 m g / d e c i l i t e r , and the average was 9m g / d e c i l i t e r .
Dust s a m p l e s were taken d u r i n g the s i t e i n s p e c t i o n c o n d u c t e d inJ u n e 1984. T h r e e homes were s a m p l e d and the a n a l y t i c a l r e s u l t s o fone home showed concentrat ions of lead at 4072 ug/g, s i lver at 28ug/g and c a d m i u m at 42 ug/g.
W i t h t h e a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e s i te w a s rescored f o r N P Lc on s id era t i on . The new score g iven P r o s p e c t o r S q u a r e was 46.63.T h i s i s above the c u t o f f po int of 28.50.
I f y o u have a n y que s t ions p l e a s e contact D o n V e r b i c a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Dale D. P a r k e r , Ph.D.E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r yU t a h S o l i d a n d H a z a r d o u s W a s t e sC o m m i t t e e
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